
Germany's Main Strategic Aim Failed;
Enemy in Dangerous Position on Marne

Deep Wedge Driven Into
Allied Line May Trap
Crown Prince's Men

Novel Tactics Used
By Prussian Command

Outcome of Struggle, How¬
ever, Depends Upon Many

Unknown Elements

By Hilaire Belloc
Copyright, 1918.The Tribune Asso¬
ciation (The Xeiv York Tribune)
THE situation shows an almost

complete stabilization of the
enemy'« advance line be¬

tween the Aisne and the Marne. The
enemy having brought in to date
about fifty divisions, for two days
has shown no fresh troops.
The American infantry brigaded

with French infantry at one point
1 as gone forward where the enemy
advance was most threatened, half¬
way between Chezy and Torcy. The
accuracy of the American gunnery
is especially to be noted.
The interest, of the action lies not

in its extent, which was slight, but
in the increasing presence of Ameri¬
can troops and in the enemy suffer¬
ing for the first time since May 27
from counter attacks on the south
aide of this salient.
The enemy has made no further

attempts against Rheims, but rather
less than half way between that
town and the Marne he made an at¬
tack on Bligny and captured the
village, which was later retaken by
British counter attacks. A much
more violent effort a few miles to
the south at Champlot failed, with
over half the enemy lost.

In general the fronts for the mo¬
ment are as fully established on the
eastern side of the salient as on the
western. We must remember, how¬
ever, that this is the twelfth day
since the attack on the front between
Soissons and Rheims began. It is
too early for the enemy to have re¬
paired all his communications behind
his advance and to have brought up
the full weight of his artillery.
German Success
Not Yet a Victory

In considering the Germans'" great
success of the last two week- we
must never commit the error of con¬
fusing an offensive advance with
victory- Victory or defeat will come

only at the end of the action.per¬
haps weeks or months from now;
and they are not di?coverable in this
its central nr.d least decided moment.
The chief cause of popular error

in judging the extremely grave
crisis through which the fortunes of
the Allies are passing is the wide¬
spread conception that the enemy's
object is topographical; that is, the
conception that he is trying to reach
this or that place or to effect Buch
and such a man.uvre upon the map.
Much the greater part of everything
that has been done in the past by
both sides has, it is true, been of this
nature, as indeed must necessarily
be the case with far the greater part
cf the activities of all war.

But what the enemy is doing now
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I is novel so far as this war is con-
cerned in the sense that results
shown upon the map, are quite sub-
ordinate to another element. This
is his present aim of disintegrating
the forces opposed to him before the

| American troops can appear in
strength. In other words, he is strik-

! ing, as has been emphasized before,
while he still has superior numbers,
a series of blows upon the weight of
which he depends to dissolve in the
long run the armed organization of
France and Britain, to break the Al-
lied line, and to break not only the
military, but the civil powers of re-
sistance which the two nations in

j the West have for their support.
With his great success of March 2c

the enemy destroyed more than fiftj
miles of the old quasi-permanenl
field fortifications upon which th(
Allies depended for their power oi
resistance against what was certait
to be the enemy's superior number:
of men and material during the dan
perous interval between the disap
pearance of Russia and the effective
appearance in the field of the Unitei
Slates. Having thus destroyed lift;
miles of "the wall" and having re
stored the war of movement ove
the vast triangle extending nearl;
to Amiens, the enemy perceived twi
things: first, that his strategic ob

iject, which had been the separation
of the French from the British, ha
failed; second, that his new tactic
could be relied upon to have
chance, at least, of breaking an
permanent part of the line. '

From that moment he turned hi
attention to the development of th
new tactics, which consist of th
secret concentration of large forces
in a brief and very intense bon
bardment; in pushing up every kin
of lipht weapon, and especially fiel
artillery, right forward with the ii
¦fantry; in training his troops for
very rapid advance, and in estai
lishing them in depth so that fres
units may go forward between tr.
gaps of the tired units and thi
keep up the rapidity of the advanc

I once the opposing lines are brokei

Allied Line Bent,
But Not Broken
He delivered blows in this new fas]

ion in several places. He struck fir
in front of Arras, where he failec
then north of Mon^didier, where 1
failed again ; then five days later i
north .against the Lys front, whe
he succeeded. That, was on April
When he had succeeded there he
ence took advantage of the succe
and poured in troops through tl
gap. But though it took some da
for the Allies to bring up fore
about half as numerous as the en
my's, yet when this proportion hi
been concentrated he was stopp
again, and his second effort th
came to an end in the great batí
of April 29, when he was fought
a standstill.
The German then stopped his ¡

tacks for a full month to recruit 1
forces. He got the cases of t
lighter wounded back from the hi
pital, put in what he could of t
younger classes of lads, and on M<
day, May 2?, he struck again 1
tween Soissons and Rheims. 1
blow was successful. He went rij
through the old semi-permanent
fences, and though he didn't br(
the line in the sense of separatingin halves, he bent it back i

j thus extended its length with vi
much greater rapidity than
Allies could bring in proper r<
forcements.

The Allies held firmly on eit
side of the breach, but forward fr
the place where the enemy ]
broken through he advanced \t
great rapidity, and within four d
certain light forces had aire,
touched the Marne, thirty-odd m
away; he had created a very d
salient.a salient almost as deepit was broad. Such a position
an extremely dangerous one for
party which produces it, althoughhas been produced by his succi
for any narrow and deep we
of this sort presents enormoi
developed and vulnerable Hai
which may be broken by even
inferior oponent, and if theybroken the force in front thai
between the tip of the salient and
point of the breach finds it
tranDed.

Judgment Must
Be Negative
Under such circumstances the ef¬

fort of the force within the salient
must be to widen the salient.that
is, to get elbow room, as the saying
goes. That is precisely what the
enemy did on Saturday, June 1, the
sixth day of his advance. He did not
try to force the Marne or to go fur¬
ther in his direct advance. He threwhis weight at right angles westwarddown the Ourcq Valley, got right toNeuilly on the south of that streami>nd to Chouy on the north of it. Headvanced in a sort of pocket fivernileB deep. Ho had also thus en¬larged himself on the right and
shaken the westward side of the sa¬
lient, which had been cramping him
and he had further enlarged the ares
of his war movement and increased
the length of the line upon which th«

I inferior forces of his opponents have
; to meet him.

Nothing, however, has been de-
tided of even a subsidiary nature,
and of course there is nothing what-jever to be predicted of the future.¡ Such predictions are always impossi-

j ble in any large sense, but in this
case one cannot even suggest the al-

j ternative possibilities of the next
few hours.
What we do know is that certain

factors, of which there is and can
be no public knowledge, are the real
essence of the situation. In other
words, our judgment must be almost
completely negative. We can sayj only that the issue depends upon! certain elements which, when they
become known, will explain the op-
posing man.uvres, but which at
present are known to no one alive,
only one-half of those elements be-
ing, as a matter of fact, fully known
to a handful of men on either side
in the opposing commands.
Of these unknown elements by

far the most important is the rela¬
tive rate of loss of the two sides.
It was the very great rate of the
enemy loss which stopped the ear-
Mer phases of the great German of-¦
fensive and compelled the month's
halt in operations betwen -April 29
and May 27. It is the same factor
of the comparative rate of loss
which will determine the present| enemy effort in his, favor or ours,
according to the price which each
side is paying on the battlefield.
The Relative
Rate of Loss
The defensive, however sorely tried,

must always work to hold the offen-;
sive with a minimum number of
men up to that moment when the
defensive phase shall terminate.
Its whole object is to compel the
offensive to waste men until the
equilibrium is restored. This mere
calculation, however, suffers from
two great disadvantages which
gravely affect military practice in
the field. The first is the effect uponcivilian feeling in a great war of
invasion which the continued ad¬
vance of the enemy is sim lo pro- jduce, coupled with the certain and
increasing effect, greater or less, ac- !
cording to the intelligence and dis-
cipline of the retreating troops, uponthe army which is compelled to re¬
tire. The second is the loss in ma¬
terial and prisoners which the re¬
tirement involves.
Offensive Can
Afford Greater Loss
The loss of prisoners is ermiva-

lent for the purposes of war to an
actual loss in killed. The men whom
the enemy seizes in his advance,
many of them unwounded and many
more only slightly wounded, are a
complete loss to the retreating side,
a loss permanent and irreparable,
whereas the force which is advanc-
ing recruits itself in time from the jrecovery of its wounded. Therefore.the offensive can afford a much
higher rate of total casualties than
can the defensive and will yet re-
main superior.
We had a very good example of Ithis fact during the great move-1

ments of last March. The first
losses of the enemy were very high.After a two days' interval came an¬
other period of heavy loss in the
battle for the ridges of the Somme
Valley. Then four days later there
was another period of heavy loss on
the line where the enemy was at last
held. But though the rate of loss.
that is, the number of men hit.on
the German side was very muchhigher than the French and Britishtheir capture of prisoners was onsuch a scale that no sort of equilib¬rium was established and the battle
went on for another month unceas¬ingly to the north.
At the same time the loss of ma¬terial was so heavy that though it

was rapidly replaced it also delayedthe moment when the enemy was
compelled to halt. On this lastpoint, however, we have to remarkthat the present war with its vastindustrial bases fully developed asit now is in the west differs from
wars of the past. In the past a
great capture of material was often
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in itself decisive of the campaign.
To-day, even such losses as those
suffered last March are replaced in
a few weeks.

Enemy Losses
Light at First
Now, if we turn to the present

great action which is going on upon
the watershed between the basins of
the Oise and the Marne, though wo
havo very few indications to guide
us on this question of the propor¬
tion of losses, yet we have a few
hints afforded even by the meagre
news which has reached us so far.
It would seem that the enemy's
losses on the first day were compar-
atively light. The blow was a sud¬
den advance, it was very rapid, and
opportunity for engaging the enemy
heavily in the centre was clearly not
presented. His losses began to be
heavy on the two wings in front of
Rheims and in front of Soissons;
then came at the close of the second
day and throughout the third what
evidently were very heavy losses all
along his line; that was the day
when he was fighting his way for¬
ward over the Vesle River and up
the slopes of the Tardenois plateau.
Much of the country during this
day's fighting was wooded and con¬
fused and he by that time was op¬
posed even in the centre by forces
which may have been as much as a

third of his own. On the flanks he
lost very heavily indeed in failing
to debouch out of Soissons, rind he
lost heavily in the series of attacks
and counter attacks outside of
Rheims. In the forty-eight hours
following, during which he again ad¬
vanced rapidly in the centre, his
losses were once more light, but tow¬
ards the end of that period he met
heavy counter attacks on both !i!s
flanks, and his loss must again have
been very high. Lastly came the
great local action of Saturday, June
1, in the valley of the Ourcq, which
gave him a pocket of about five miles
in depth by eight miles in breadth
and brought him as far west as

Neuilly.
I take it if one could have a curve

plotted of the enemy's losses during
these six day?, from the morning of
May 27 to the evening of June 1,
we should have not a steadily rising
line, but one rising in three groat
waves, of which the last is perhaps
the steepest.

In the Dark About
The Main Elements

Unfortunately we have no indi¬
cation whatsoever of the positive
numbers of loss as contrasted with
the comparative rate. The whole
thing has developed with such rapid¬
ity that identification of the oppos¬
ing divisions is always difficult and
often impossible. All we can say
by this time is that something not
far short of fifty divisions must have
been thrown in within this six days.
Certainly there was much more than
forty. That means of infantry alone
say 400,000 men. What proportion
of these were put out of action we
do not know.

Neither do we know the second
element in the affair, which is the
proportion of strength in which the
Allied command has chosen to meet
and engage this offensive. No one
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knows how an action is proceeding
unless he knows at least the mere
numerical standing of the opposing
forces. It is impossible for that
element in calculation to be made
public. Nevertheless there is some-

thing more than a mere negative
point here and it is important that
public opinion should appreciate that
something.

This is the fact that the defen¬
sive up to what it judges to be the
climax of any action works on the
principle of the use of the minimum
numbers. The defensive may mis¬
judge the moment of the climax and
if so it loses the battle. It may. as

was the caso at the Marne, judge its
moment exactly, in which case it
wins the battle, however impres¬
sive the previous successes of the
offensive may have been.
But the thing to remember is that

up to this chosen moment the defen¬
sive must in the nature of things
keep bark as many men as possible.
I:> those words "as possible" resides,
of course, the whole difference be¬
tween good and bad calculation, be¬
tween victory and defeat. But the
commander, whether he is good or

bad, whether he will be victorious or

defeated, while he is on the defen¬
sive works on the minimum. That
is the very meaning of his position.
The Military
Theory of Defence

People sometimes write as though
the defensive were a sort of hurried
attempt to stop the attack by throw¬
ing in everything one has and rush¬
ing up all available resources just
as men rush up water to put out a
(ire. The offensive in its bulletins
always represents the defensive in
this light, because that is the one
which must unfavorably describe it
to the public. All the more must we
in the present crisis remember that
the reality is far otherwise. The
defensive is always doling out mer

sparingly and thinking of the leasl
force with which the task at hanc
can be accomplished.
We do not know how many divi

sions the Allied command has pir
forward to meet the fifty divisions
more or ¡ess, of the enemy up t<
date, but we do know with absolut
certainty that it has deliberated
met them with a smaller numbet
That is the point we must kee]
fixedly in mind during the who!
course of the action up to the poin
where the counter attack is engagée
Of that moment and of the fate o
such a counter attack neither we no
the enemy know anything.

Jews Murdered by
Hundreds in Ukraim

~~.

Pogroms amonte the Jews of Turl
j estan and Ukraine have taken plac
recently, accord'np: to advices-'reachir
the Jewish Press Bureau in New Yor

j through Stockholm and Petrograd.InKhokandmore than ihre- hundrJews have been murdered and tho
sands deprived >>\ their properFrom many other towns, especiaSamarkand and Tashkent, have cot
reports of .the almost constant purrcution of the Jewish population.Iler^iield, the Minister of Financethe Turkestan Republic, who also w
a representative of the Zionist distriCommittee, was murdered in a rece
race uprising. In Gluchow, almost tentire Jewish population has been pto death.

Relief committees, for the victimsthese excesses aro being formedvarious parts of .Russia.

5 British 'Planes
Fought Squadron
Of Twelve Boches

Account for Two in Battle
Off the Dutch

Coast

Also Suffer Loss of 2

One Machine Forced to De¬
scend, Crew Sets It Afire

and Them Escapes

THE HAGUE, June 8..Five British
and twelve German seaplanes of the
largest typo fought a battle Tuesday
evening off the Dutch coawt, accord¬
ing to a Terschelling dispatch to the
"Handelsblad." One of the German
machines was observed to fall In
flamea into the sea. One British ma-
chine was forced to descend, but
landed safely.
Another British machine which had

descended to the surface of the sea'
for repairs because of a defect in the
propeller, two hours before the bat-
tie, was luter set on fire, by its five1
occupants, all of whom waded ashore
and gave themselves up for intern-
ment. The crew included two Cana¬
dians.
The British machines were a squad¬

ron of five seaplanes which started
Tuesday afternoon on a reconnoi¬
tring expedition off the northern
Dutch coast. During the afternoon
they had met a squadron of five Ger¬
man airplanes, which they drove off
without difficulty in three successive
encounters.
The Germans, however, returned

reinforced by seven seaplanes. A¡lively fight ensued, and in addition to,the German machine which fell in
flames another German was brought
down.
A British machine commanded by'Robert Paul, of Buffalo, N. Y., a mem-

her of the Canadian Flying Corps, de¬
veloped engine troub'e and was forced
to descend to the r.urface. Ensign
Joseph Eaton, a New England man,
who was senior pilot o." another of the
squadron, was detailed to protect the
disabled 'plane and circled about it
for an hour while thi Germans were
continuously attempting to attack the
cripple.
During Eaton's defensive work his

mue, :.c-- was riddled with bullets, but
he was able to keep the air until the
Germans were driven orT. He then
descended, his machine wrecked, but
all the crew got ashore safely.
Ensign Eaton, whose home is in

Connecticut, has been interned here.
His parents live in Massachusetts.
-.-

Write Home Often,
is Pershing's Order
To American Forces

WASHINGTON, June 8.-The War
Department to-day made public, a gen¬
eral ord^r issued recently by General
Pershing encourarring members of tht
American expeditionary forces to keep
up correspondence with their relatives
and friends at home. One of the
greatest arguments for :¦. constant flow
of letters Viet ween France and America,
Genern! Pershing said, was that it re¬
lieves much distress and anxiety.
Gênerai Pershing's order said:
"1. Duty to one's country does not

end on the parade ground, nor even
on the battlefield, but consista in
doing everything in one's power to
help win the war. To write home
frequently and regularly, to keep in
constant touch with family and
friends, iti one of the soldier's most
importent duties. Mothers and
fathers .will suffer if they do not
hear often from sons lighting in
France. In the present large com¬
panies it is not possible for officers
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to write letters for their men. and
every man must do it for himself.

"2. When no letters are received
from overseas the greatest distress
is caused to those at home. They
either feel letters have been writ¬
ten, but lost en route, or else they
imagine nil sorts of evils, such as

sickness, wounds, even death. Both
ore bad for the active militant spirit
which every true American man and
woman must possess if our army is
to obtain the real victory that all
no earnestly desire.

'".',. Every one in the United Sfate3
who has a son or brother in the
American expeditionary forces is
proud of him, is constantly thinking
of him, is anxious to hear from him.
Letters home will bring many letters
in reply, and the closer home ties
will have potent influence for good,
both in France and in the United
States. All officers should realize
this fact, and both by encouraging
their men and providing them with
the proper facilities do everything in
their power to interest them in this
vital question of writing home."

.-»-¦

Keel Laid 90 Seconds
After Ship Quits Ways

Chairman Hurley Congratulates
Savannah, Ga., Company on

New Replacement Record
(Special Dispatch to The Tribune)

WASHINGTON, June 8. In laying a
new keel in ninety seconds after the
Quinnesec had been launched the Terry
Shipping Company, of Savannah, Ga.,
has set a new record for rapid replace¬
ment in vacated blocks, the Shipping
Board announced to-day. This feat
drew from Chairman Hurley of the
Shipping Board the following tele¬
gram:

"1 beg to congratulate you upon the
launching of the ship Quinnesec at
your yard, and Mr. Schwab joins with
me in offering your company, your or¬
ganization and your employes hearty
thanks for patriotic speeding of our
shipbuilding programme. We are par-
ticularly gratified at the spirit shown
in laying a keel In ninety seconds after
the way was vacated."

Plotted to Bring
Ex-Czar to America

Servant's Indiscretion Upset
Conspiracy Headed ï>y

Russian Prince
AMSTERDAM. June 8..The 4\SWt.

eiy of a piot to freo the former (a
peror of Russia while he wag confine
to Tobolsk, to take him to Sweden andthence to America is reported in Ger
'man newspapers receive'd here.

According to the accounts published
the chief conspirator was Prince PaulDolgorouki, grand marshal of thimp« rial Russian Court under Emner*
or Nicholas, who placed «00,000 rubVat his disposal with which to bribe «'1the members of his guard.
The plot failed, the papers eay -_

ing to the ind;screiion of a ser'jaat"who divulged the plfins. ^

A dispatch from Petrograd to Lo»don on May 13 »aid that the Sovietgovernment had officially confirmedreports that Nicholas Roroam.ff, th«former Emperor, together with th»former Empress and one of theirdaughters, was removed from Tobolskto Ekaterinburg in consequence of thediscovery of a peasant conspiracy toassist in his escape.i _L_.__
Miss Lucile Wood Is
Bride of Donald Dietz

of St. Ambrose of the Cathedral of
St. John the Divine. Canon Robert E.
,Ion<s performed the ceremony.
The bride, who was given a*.vay byher father, wore a gown of orchid col-

ored taffeta with hat to match, and car¬
ried a bouquet of mauve orchids and
morning glories. Miss Carla Dietz, slater
of the bridegroom, in a costume of blue
taffeta, w-as the maid of honor and onlyattendant. Corporal Charles A. Hun¬
ter, U. S. R., was best man.
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A Seven-Passenger Six
That You Can Afford

WEARE NOT THINKING of the price-.for
that isn't the primary consideration in the
selection of a car.

WHEN WE SAY, "Here is a seven-passenger
Six that you can afford,** we are thinking
of the same item that you, an experienced
motorist, are considering.

NAMELY.UPKEEP. That is the first thing
to consider in the selection of an automobile.

ASK ANY REO SIX OWNER to tell you of
the upkeep cost of his Six.and the kmger he
has owned and the farther he has driven his
Reo, the better will his answer sound.

HE WILL TELL YOU that, having compared
notes with friends who own and drive other
makes of cars.fours as well as sixes.of the
same passenger capacity, he has never found
one that compared with his Reo Six in low
cost of upkeep.

AND HE'LL TELL YOU, too, that he has yet
to find even a five-passenger car.four or six.
the operation, repairs, replacements and gen¬
eral upkeep cost of which preved as low as his
Reo Six.except one.the five-passenger Reo.

NATURALLY a five-passenger car ought to be
cheaper to maintain than one of seven pas¬
senger capacity.but most are not, when you
look up the figures.

REO DEALERS TELL US that their records
for the past three years show that Reo Six
owners on the average have paid less than
eight cottars per car per year for replacement
parts.

JUST READ THAT AGAIN.with thousand«
of Reo Sixes running in all parts of the country,
over all kinds of roads and handled by all
kinds of skilled and unskilled drivers; most of
them owner driven and owner cared for (orneglected).

THE AVERAGE COST per car, per year, for re¬
placement ptrts was less than eight dollarsl

FRANKLY WE DONT believe that rec¬
ord can be equalled by any other seven-
passenger car on earth.

AND WE MAY ADD that the records on the
five-passenger Reo show less than seven
dollars per car.

THE SAME QUALITY.the same sound engi¬neering; the same ripe experience; the same
attention to little details, and the same con¬
struction, inspection and testing of every
car enter into the making of all Reo models.

COST OF UPKEEP is always uppermost m the
minds of Reo engineers, when designing and
when specifying materials.and since the
same desire is uppermost in the minds of the
most experienced buyers.we meet oo a
common ground.

REO EFFICIENCY sets the price lower.Reocuality guarantees low upkeep.

Reo Motor Car Co. ofNew York, Inc.
Broadway, at 54th Street
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